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(Benares), hallowed by memories of Lahiri Mahasaya.
Here too the feet of Buddha, Shankaracharya,* and manv
other Yogi-Christs had blessed the soil.
"You will come to me in four \veeks." For the fir&i.
time, Sri Yukteswar's voice was stern. "Now that 1 have
told you of my eternal affection and have shown my hap-
piness at finding you, you feel free to disregard my requcbi.
The next time we meet, you shall have to reawaken my
interest. I won't'easily accept you as a disciple; there must
be complete surrender by obedience to my strict training/"
I remained obstinately silent. My guru quickly pene-
trated my difficulty.
* Shankaracharya (Shankara), India's greatest philosopher, was a
disciple of Govinda Jati and the latter's guru Gaudapada. Shankara
wrote a famous commentary on a treatise, Mandukya Karika, by
Gaudapada. With unanswerable logic, and in a style of charm
and grace, Shankara interpreted Vedanta philosophy in a strict-
ly advcdta (non-dual, monistic) spirit. The great monist also
composed poems of devotional love. His Prayer to Divine
Mather for Forgiveness of Sins bears the refrain: "Though bad
sons are many, never has there been a bad mother."
Sanandana, a disciple of Shankara's, wrote a commentary on
the Brahma Sutras (Vedanta philosophy). The manuscript was
lost by fire, but Shankara (who had once glanced through it)
repeated it word for word to his disciple. The text, known as
Panchapadika, is studied by scholars to this day.
The chela Sanandana received a new name after a beautiful
incident. Seated one day on a riverbank, he heard Shankara
calling him from the opposite shore. Sanandana entered the
water forthwith. His faith and his feet were simultaneously
supported when Shankara materialized, in the swirling river, a
series of lotus flowers. The disciple was thereafter kno\vn as
Padmapada, "lotus-foot".
In the Panchapadika Padmapada offers many loving tributes
to his guru. Shankara himself wrote the following beautifu!
lines: "No known comparison exists in the three worlds for a
true guru. If the philosophers* stone be assumed as truly such,
it can only turn iron into gold, not into another philosophers^
stone. The venerated teacher, on the other hand, creates equa-
lity with himself in the disciple who takes refuge at his feet
The guru is therefore peerless, nay, transcendental" (Century of
Verses, 7).